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alone stationary : the means of reaching it are per-
petually to be varied.
If I had been born in an aristocratic age, in the
midst of a nation where the hereditary wealth of some,
and the irremediable penury7 of others, should equally
divert men from the idea of bettering their condition,
and hold the soul as it \vere in a state of torpor fixed on
the contemplation of another world, I should then wish
that it were possible for me to rouse that people to a
sense of their wants ; I should seek to discover more
rapid and more easy means for satisfying the fresh
desires w7hich I might have awakened ; and, directing
the most strenuous efforts of the human mind to
physical pursuits, I should endeavour to stimulate it
to promote the well-being of man. If it happened
that some men wrere immoderately incited to the
pursuit of riches, and displayed an excessive liking
for physical gratifications, I should not be alarmed;
-these peculiar symptoms would soon be absorbed in
the general aspect of the people.
The attention of the legislators of democracies is
called to other cares. Give democratic nations edu-
cation and freedom, and leave them alone. They
\\ill soon learn to draw from this world all the benefits
that it can afford ; they will improve each of the
useful arts, and will day by day render life more
comfortable, more convenient, and more easy. Their
social condition naturally urges them in this direction ;
I do not fear that they will slacken their course.
But while man takes delight in this honest and
lawful pursuit of his well-being, it is to be appre-
^hended that he may in the end lose the use of his
sublimest faculties ; and that while he is busied in
improving all around him, he may at length degrade
himself. Here, and here only, does the peril lie. It
should therefore be the unceasing object of the legis-